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DEPARTMENT FOR CHILD PROTECTION AND FAMILY SUPPORT — DAVID FARNELL 
Statement by Minister for Child Protection 

HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Child Protection) [3.04 pm]: I rise today to 
update the house on the case involving Mr David Farnell and Ms Wendy Li and their daughter. 

Given the considerable public interest and concern regarding this case, the director general of the Department for 
Child Protection and Family Support and I have taken the unusual step of seeking approval from the Chief Judge 
of the Family Court of Western Australia to release limited details about the proceedings now before the 
Family Court of Western Australia. The department has completed a comprehensive safety and wellbeing 
assessment of the surrogate child featured in the media in recent months. This work has required a number of 
significant actions, including independent psychological assessments, and the gathering of information from 
a wide range of family, community, social and professional networks and has been reviewed by world leading 
independent child protection specialists. 

A robust safety plan has been implemented using the department’s Signs of Safety framework, with the full 
cooperation of Mr Farnell and Ms Li. The safety plan has included the establishment of a safety network 
involving family, community members and professional support agencies, along with formal involvement and 
active monitoring by the department. The members of the safety network are all well aware of the issues 
involved and their role and responsibility in the child’s safety and wellbeing, and have formally agreed to report 
any future concerns to the department. Interim orders have been made by the Family Court of Western Australia 
providing for the supervision of the child’s safety and wellbeing by the department, with specific conditions 
attached with which Mr Farnell and Ms Li have agreed and are complying. 

I am satisfied that the rigorous safety planning and interim orders that have been granted by the Family Court of 
Western Australia will provide for this child’s safety. This is just the beginning of the department’s interaction 
with this family and there will be continual and rigorous testing of the safety plan, as well as continued support 
provided. This matter is now before the Family Court and the actions that have been taken provide for the child’s 
best interests immediately, as well as for her longer term future. 

Having released this information with the approval of the Family Court of Western Australia, and with 
Family Court proceedings continuing, no further comment will be provided. As I have mentioned, the Signs of 
Safety framework has been crucial to form the safety plan for the child. This framework is the department’s core 
child protection practice framework and is now in its seventh year of implementation. Last week, I attended the 
third Signs of Safety gathering, which was attended by about 500 child protection practitioners and partner 
agency professionals from within Australia, the United Kingdom, the Netherlands, Canada, the United States and 
New Zealand. The gathering gave us the opportunity to take stock and reflect on the framework’s journey, and to 
showcase complex child protection assessment work that is collaborative and engages us all. 

It is clear that the Farnell case is perhaps one of the most complicated examples of child protection work in the 
world. Signs of Safety gatherings are important learning events, which provide the opportunity for practitioners 
to recognise and build upon their strengths and ensure more positive outcomes for our state’s most vulnerable 
children and families. 
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